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The obverse punch (A) has every indication of being the
work of Simon, though it is now worn, and has rust-marks
and cracks on the surface. There is a mark of identification
to be seen in connexion with the third pair of laurel-leaves,
counting upwards. This has the appearance of a small dot,
situated to the left of the inner leaf. It is somewhat
elongated on Simon's coin, but is sufficient to identify the
punch. There are no berries on either the punch or the
coin in this instance. Though the punch is worn, the frosting
marks can still be observed with the aid of a lens.

The reverse punch (A) is similar in size and shape, but
the shield of arms shows considerable variation from that
on Simon's coins, the limbs of the heraldic crosses being
narrower, besides being irregular in formation and out of
alignment. The frosting marks do not agree with those on
the coin, but correspond generally with those on the crown
reverse punch.

The pair of dies (B) was made from these punches (A),
but not in the Mint. Each of the dies is provided with four
small holes, presumably for guide-pins, so that the two dies
might be maintained in the same relative position while a
coin was being struck. The base of the reverse die is shaped
to enter a socket, and they both seem intended for use in a
mouton, or falling press. The letters in both obverse and
reverse inscriptions are coarse, and in some parts are placed
nearer the beading than in others. The dies are sunk, that
is, they have become slightly concave through use, and to
obtain a good impression from them specially thick flans or
blanks must be used. In proportion to the degree of concavity,
which increases by successive strikings, the thickness of the
pieces must also be increased. This accounts for the varying
weights of the so-called Tanner's shillings, and also for the
so-called pattern two-shilling piece. The N of ANG is mis-
shapen, and serves as a mark of identification for pieces
from this die. It will be seen in Henfrey's plate,61 and
also in the illustrations of " two-shilling " pieces in Montagu's

61 Op. cit, p. 14:3, PI. IT. 3.